TO LAFAYETTE B. MENDEI, The dedication of this volume of researches to Lafayette B. Mendel on the occasion of the sixtieth anniversary of his birth is expressive of a keen sense of admiration, and of gratitude, for what he has been to a host of pupils and associates through many years of time.
The popular picture of a laboratory worker is undoubtedly a somber one. He writes books which so few can understand that he comes to be regarded as scarcely human This volume of papers bears eloquent testimony to the successful realization of the principles which have controlled his life.
He has been the guide, philosopher, and friend to many young men and women; he has encouraged them to walk by themselves when they were able to stand alone; and he has given them wise counsel in times of difficulty. Herein he has shown himself as one of the great teachers of his time.
In 1913, a German in Berlin asked a visiting American whether Mendel's work upon vitamins and on proteins which were deficient in essential amino acids was trustworthy. When later Mendel was urged to go abroad more frequently and show himself as one who was self-evidently worthy of trust he replied, "It is a matter of indifference to me." But the day has come when pride in his scientific reputation is something shared by all who have worked under him, and by the many who have known him as colleague and co-laborer.
He is a few years my junior, but our early mutual interests brought us together as teachers in New Haven nearly forty years ago at a time when, in contrast with today "the world was so new and all", and we have walked together in friendship ever since. I rejoice to join with the authors in this volume in extending our congratulations on his sixtieth birthday to a friend who has led a profoundly useful life.
GRAHAM LUSK.
